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Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection

Activity of Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection aims at protection of consumers and food producers inte-
rests and it is realised by: 
 Removing poor quality products from the market, 
 Reducing of food products adulterations and unfair competition, 
 Fighting against fraudulent market practices,
 Building customers and trade partners reliance, 
 Risk management, 
 Promotion and advancement of the Good Manufacture Practice, 
 Infl uencing on business transactions value, 
 Enabling aware choice to consumers, based on reliable information. 

 LEGAL BASIS

The Inspection started its activity on 1 January 2003 under the Act of December 21, 2000 on Commercial Quality 
of Agricultural and Food Products (Offi  cial Journal No. 5, item 44 with further amendments). It was created on 
the basis of two inspection bodies: Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection /CIS/ and Inspection for Purchasing 
and Processing of Agricultural Products /ISiPAR/.
The Inspection is responsible to the Minister competent for the agricultural markets.
The Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection performs all tasks specifi ed in the act on commercial quality of 
agricultural and food products and in 20 others acts and up to 150 national and the European Community 
regulations.

Commercial quality means characteristics of agricultural and food product related to its organoleptic, phy-
sical-chemical and microbiological properties in scope of production technology, size and mass as well as re-
quirements arising from production method, packaging, presentation and labelling, not covered by hygiene, 
veterinary or phytosanitary requirements.

 OBJECTIVES

The main goal of the Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection activity is protecting consumers and producers by 
assuring access to reliable information about agricultural and food products, preventing unfair market practices 
and facilitating trade exchange with third countries as well as trade on the European common market area. 
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 SCOPE OF ACTIVITY

Objective mentioned above is realized by leading offi  cial inspection of commercial quality of agricultural and 
food products as well as other tasks which are imposed on the Inspection by national and the European Commu-
nity regulations. Tasks connected with the realization of the Common Agricultural Policy (for example ,,ex ante’’ 
control, ,,ex-post’’ control), have to be mentioned here, also all activities aimed at protection of domestic pro-
ducts (for example supervision over organic farming and regional and traditional products), activities facilitating 
export (for example commercial quality assessment, inspection of goose breeding and fattening conditions), 
quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables, meat, hop and hops products, wine, fertilisers and fi nally
coordination of national co-operation with the international organisations dealing with the food standards.

 TASKS OF THE INSPECTION

 Supervision of commercial quality of agricultural and food products, in particular:
  commercial quality control of agricultural and food products during production and marketing, including 

exported agricultural and food products,  
  commercial quality control of imported agricultural and food products (the list of imported agricultural and food 

products and their minimum quantities subjected to commercial quality control is set by the Regulation of Mini-
ster of Agriculture and Rural Development (Offi  cial Journal No. 230, item 1933 with further amendments),  

  issuing certifi cates on commercial quality of agricultural and food products.
  Inspection of agricultural and food products labelled, with registered protected geographical indications, pro-

tected designations of origin or certifi cates of specifi c character.
  Inspection of agricultural and food products storage and transport conditions.
  Co-operation with paying agencies (Agricultural Market Agency, Agency for Restructuring and Modernisation 

of Agriculture) in the scope of the Common Agricultural Policy.
  Gathering and processing information on agricultural market situation.
  Co-operation with other inspections bodies (Veterinary Inspection, Sanitary Inspection, Trade Inspection, 

Plant Protection and Seeds Service), customs offi  ces and local government units.
  Co-operation with or participation in international organisations working in the area of commercial quality 

and international marketing of agricultural and food products including: 
  FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission – acting as Codex Contact Point for Poland; 
  United Nations/Economic Commission for Europe – acting as the Polish Secretariat for co-operation with Wor-

king Party on Agricultural Quality Standards;
  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development – cooperation within the OECD Scheme on Applica-

tion of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables. 
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  Conducting training in the scope of provisions and commercial quality requirements, setting quality classes 
and methods of analyses of agricultural and food products.

  Co-operation with foreign offi  cial inspection services on commercial quality of agricultural and food products.

Additionally Inspection has competences for carrying out control in the following scopes:
  fruit and vegetables market and hop market;
 genetically modifi ed organisms (GMO);
 wine products;
 organic farming; 
 fertilisers and fertilisation.

For detailed information of the tasks see page 7.

 ORGANISATIONAL SCHEME 

Staff  of the Inspection accounts approximately 650 employees, including 78% control inspectors and laboratory staff .
The Inspection is managed by: the Chief Inspector, Deputy Chief Inspector and 16 Voivodeship Inspectors of 
Agricultural and Food Quality (see organisational structures).
The Chief Inspector coordinates and supervises all activities of the Inspection with the support 
of the Main Inspectorate. It is executed by elaborating annual and quarterly control plans and transmitting them 
to the Voivodeship Inspectorates for implementation and enforcement.
The Voivodeship Inspectorates elaborate information about conducted controls and send it to the Main Inspec-
torate where the summary report is prepared. This uniform report is transmitted to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development.

 LABORATORIES 

Appropriate realization of the Inspection tasks is assured by analytical activities carried out by Inspection labo-
ratories. 
Analyses of agricultural and food products are conducted in 11 offi  cial Inspection laboratories – Central Labora-
tory and 10 specialised laboratories. 
Methods of analyses used by the Inspection laboratories comply with the EU methods. Determination of 
methods of analyses and sampling methods in legal acts which are in force, assures that control procedures in 
each body of the Inspection are uniformed. 
At present all Inspection laboratories are accredited by PCA (Polish Centre for Accreditation) according to PN-EN 
ISO/IEC 17025. 
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The accreditation scope covers c.a. 140 selected analytical, instrumental and microbiological methods related to 
certain groups of products such as: milk and milk products, juices and their concentrates, beer, cereals and cereal 
products, oils and vegetable fats, vegetable products, drinks and mineral waters. 
Inspection laboratories carry out food and agricultural products quality analyses using up to 340 implemented 
methods of analyses totally.

 GENERAL RULES OF CONTROL PROCEEDINGS

The Chief Inspector elaborates guidelines concerning proceedings of the Voivodeship Inspectors of Agricultural 
and Food Quality during conducting offi  cial control of food and agricultural products. 
The control of agricultural and food products carried out by the Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection covers 
at least one of the following activities:
  Checking of documents in order to identify the agricultural and food product, quality certifi cates, results of 

laboratory analyses and other documents that confi rm the commercial quality.
  Checking of packaging, labelling, presentation of agricultural and food product and transport and storage 

conditions.
  Examination of agricultural and food product.
  Sampling and laboratory analyses.
  Determination of quality class of agricultural and food product. 
  Control of the way of production or correctness of processing (if it arises from separate provisions). 

Agricultural and food products placed on the market should comply with requirements on commercial quality 
specifi ed in provisions on commercial quality and declared by producer or operator placing them on the market. 
  Requirements for commercial quality of agricultural and food product may be specifi ed particularly through 

determination its quality class.
   Packaging of agricultural and food products placed on the market should ensure keeping of characteristics 

essential for the type of agricultural and food products in question, determining its identity.
  Agricultural and food products placed on the market shall be labelled. 

Labelling of agricultural and food products should be in Polish, in legible, clear and apparent way, and in case of 
agricultural and food products in individual packages it should be also irremovable. 
The requirements of labelling in Polish is not applicable to exported agricultural and food products. 
In case when agricultural and food products do not meet the requirements specifi ed in the Act, the Voivodeship 
Inspector of Agricultural and Food Quality, in scope of his competence, may decide, in way of administrative 
decision, about the following actions:
  Order to re-classify or to subject product to other specifi ed treatments.
  Order to withdraw product from the market.
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  Order to destroy product on expense of its owner.
  Prohibit to store product in inappropriate conditions or to transport product in inappropriate means of transport. 

These decisions have the warrant of spot execution.

Operator/producer has a right to appeal. Appeals against the decisions issued by the Voivodeship Inspector of 
Agricultural and Food Quality are considered by the Chief Inspector of Agricultural and Food Quality.

 QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

To uphold high quality level on every stage of performing tasks, according to the PN-EN ISO 9001:2001 standard, 
quality management system has been implemented in the Inspection. 
The Inspection is the fi rst offi  cial food control body in Poland which in 2005 gained conformity certifi cate on the 
ISO 9001:2000 standard. 
In May 2008, the British Standards Institution, Management Systems (CEMA) – certifi cation body – confi rmed 
that quality management system implemented in the Inspection fulfi ls requirements set by the ISO 9001:2001 
standard by issuing the Quality Management System Certifi cate valid till July 2011. 
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 DETAILES ON VARIOUS INSPECTION ACTIVITIES

Commercial quality control of agricultural and food products in production and turnover
The main goal of offi  cial Inspection controls is to assure that turnover of agricultural and food products entering 
market comply with requirements on commercial quality specifi ed in national and the European Community 
regulations and any additional requirement if it is accomplishment was declared by the producer.

Issuing certifi cates on commercial quality of agricultural and food products
On request of interested producer, the Inspection carries out the control to estimate commercial quality of agri-
cultural and food products.
The estimation consists of verifying if the agricultural and food products fulfi l requirements specifi ed in com-
mercial quality acts and any additional requirement about the product if its accomplishment was declared by 
the producer. After the estimation, the Voivodeship Inspector issues commercial quality certifi cate.
Commercial quality certifi cate is a supplementary guarantee of accomplishment of commercial quality require-
ments which facilitates export of Polish agricultural and food products on foreign markets.

Supervision over classifi cation of bovine and porcine carcasses in EUROP system
The Inspection supervises commercial quality of slaughter animals carcasses according to the following Euro-
pean Community acts:
  Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 of 22 October 2007 establishing a common organization of agricultural mar-

kets and on specifi c provision for certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation) (OF L 299, 16.11.2007)
  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1249/2008 of 10 December 2008 laying down detailed rules on the imple-

mentation of the Community scales for the classifi cation of beef, pig and sheep carcases and the reporting of 
prices thereof (OJ L 337, 16.12.2008)

The main objective of carcasses classifi cation control in the EUROP system, executed by the Inspection, is as-
surance of observance obligatory regulations. Unifi cation of the criteria makes benefi ts for every meat market 
stakeholders and assures transparency and rectitude business practices.

Issuing certifi cates for getting export refunds for bovine meat 
The Inspection issues certifi cates for bovine meat origin from male bovine according to the following European 
Community acts:
  The Commission Regulation (EC) No 433/2007 of 20 April 2007 laying down the conditions for granting special 

export refunds for beef and veal [O. J. No L104],
  Commission Regulation (EC) no 1359/2007 of 21 November 2007 laying down the conditions for granting spe-

cial export refunds on certain cuts of boned meat of bovine animals (Codifi ed version) (OJ L 304, 22.11.2007)
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Certifi cates are issued on the request of stakeholders i.e. bovine meat exporters. Having the certifi cate with 
confi rmation of bovine meat origin, exporters can apply for the special export refunds within the scope of CAP 
mechanism (,,Foreign trade on the bovine and veal market’’).

Control of goose breeding and fattening conditions
The Inspection carries out goose breeding and fattening conditions according to:
  COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 543/2008 of 16 June 2008 laying down detailed rules for the application 

of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as regards the marketing standards for poultrymeat (O.J. L 157, 
17/06/2008 P.  0046 - 0087)

  The Code of practice of the National Poultry Council – Chamber of Commerce KRD-IG „Young Oat Polish Goose”
Controls of goose breeding and fattening conditions and regular supervision are the guarantee of the best qua-
lity of the products. Offi  cially supervised producers have right to put special label on the meat packages and this 
way they can promote their products and achieve higher profi ts.

Certifi cation of independent experts in sampling, settling commercial quality classes 
or production methods of agricultural and food products
The Inspection makes exams for candidates to become an independent expert in: sampling, settling commercial 
quality classes or production methods of agricultural and food products.
Exams for candidates in specifi c disciplines are preceded by series of specialized trainings executed by experts 
from the Inspection.
After passing exams and getting certifi cates, experts are performing independent control service. The work ba-
sed on possessing theoretical and practical knowledge secures reliable and objective food and agricultural pro-
ducts assessment and helps producers to implement right quality of food and agricultural products.
Experts are obligated to obey all regulations connected with performed activities i.e. sampling, settling com-
mercial quality classes or production ways of some agricultural and food products and fi lling all obligations with 
due diligence and neutrality. This way an expert supports producers in achieving appropriate quality of food and 
agricultural products entering the market.

Certifi cation of hops and hop products
In Poland certifi cation of hops and hop products is regulated by two basic law acts:
  The Commission Regulation (EC) No 1850/2006 of 14 December 2006 laying down detailed rules for the certifi -

cation of hops and hop products [O. J. No L355],
  The Act on 19 December 2003 on the organization of fruits and vegetables markets, hops market, tobaccos mar-

ket and dried fodder market [O. J. No 223 item 2221].
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Certifi cation of hops and hop products includes:
  Control of uniformity of hop variety plantation,
  Marking hops and hop products packages,
  Issuing certifi cations of hops and hop products,
  Information and record keeping (fi les of hops production areas, contractors agreements, delivery and sales of 

hops and the amounts of disposed hops.
Certifi cation of hops and hop products realised by the Inspection is helpful to guarantee the qualitatively uni-
form hops and hop products which fulfi l the European Community requirements.
On Inspection own initiative 6 hops certifi cation centres were created in Poland. Certifi cation centres are a very 
helpful facility for hops planters and made certifi cation process more effi  cient.

Supervision over fresh fruit and vegetables market 
The Inspection has competences for control of commercial quality of fresh fruit and vegetables at every level 
of its turnover and marketing fresh fruit and vegetables exported and imported to the third countries as well 
as these placed on the internal market are under the Inspection control, according to the Commission Regu-
lation (EC) No 1580/2007 of 21 December 2007 laying down implementing rules of Commission Regulation (EC) 
1580/2008 of 21 December 2007 laying down implementing rules of Council Regulations (EC) No 2200/96, No 2201/96 
and (EC) No 1182/2007 in the fruit and vegetables sector. 

Fresh fruit and vegetables results depending on the quality and the results of assessment are imported and 
exported to third countries are checked, the Inspection issues on of the following documents:
  Certifi cate of conformity with the Community marketing standards for fresh fruit and vegetables,
  Non-conformity protocol,
  Certifi cate of industrial use in for fresh fruit and vegetables subject to Community marketing standards.

Supervision over wine market
The Inspection has competences for controlling wine products specifi ed in the national Act on 22 January 
2004 on the manufacture and wine products roll, turnover of those products and the wine market organization 
[O. J. No 34 item 292] and the European Community regulations Council Regulation (EC) No 479/2008 of 29 
April 2008 on the common organization of the market in wine, amending Regulations (EC) No 1493/1999, (EC) 
No 1782/2003, (EC) No 1290/2005, (EC) No 3/2008 and repealing Regulations (EEC) No 2392/86 and (EC) No 
1493/1999 (OJ L 148, 6.6.2008, p. 1–61). 
The main Inspection tasks related to this area are:
  Supervision over commercial quality of wine products in international production and turnover,
  Probating VI 1 and VI 2, documents in case of imported wine from third countries,
  Probating documents accompanied with deliveries of must and must extract subjected to the fi nancial sup-

port of the EC,
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  Issuing technical and technological opinions on manufacture and roll of wine products, which are necessary 
for formal registration of the producers.

Inclusion of Poland to the viticulture of A area, broaden scope of controls of wine products to wine produced 
from individual wine-growings, starting from new economic year (from 1 of August 2007). According to the 
European Community regulations, the Inspection has competences for control of the following processes: en-
richment, deacidifi cation, sweetening and withdrawing by-products of wine production process. 
Realization of mentioned above tasks contributes to decreasing amount of low quality wine entering to turno-
ver as well as makes opportunity to treat equally Polish and foreign wine producers.

Supervision over fertilisers market
The Inspection has competences for marketing supervision over fertilisers according to the Act of 26 July 2000 
on fertilisers and fertilisation [O. J. No 89 item 991] in relation to the Regulation (EC) No 2003/2003 of the Europe-
an Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 2003 relating to fertilisers [O. J. No L304].

The Inspection tasks include controls of the following aspects:
  Conformity of fertilisers (marked with ,,EC fertiliser’’ sign) and agricultural limestone with fertiliser types speci-

fi ed in the European Community and national regulations (including laboratory analysis),
  Obeying all regulations on organic, organic-mineral and mineral fertilisers made in the European Community 

member countries, Turkey, EFTA and EOG member countries and fertilisers coming from third countries, ente-
red to turnover on permission of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development,

  Obeying all regulations on storing and transportation of fertilisers.

The main purpose of the Inspection controls of fertilisers market is to eliminate fertilisers from turnover which:
  can be harmful for human and animal health and environment or have none infl uence on improvement of 

ground property or quality or plant growth,
  appear in turnover discordantly with community and domestic regulations on fertilisers and fertilisation.

Supervision over organic farming 
The basic acts of Community law regulating the principles of managing production using organic methods are:
  Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 of 28 June 2007 on organic production and labelling of organic products 

and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91 [O.J. No L 189 with further amendments].
  Commission Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 of 5 September 2008 laying down detailed rules for the implementa-

tion of Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 in organic production and labelling of organic products with regard to 
organic production, labelling and control [O.J. No L 250 with further amendments] .
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According to the act on organic farming, the Inspection main tasks are the following:

Supervision over authorised by the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development certifi cation bodies
Supervision over commercial certifi cation bodies is a fundamental element of eff ective control system, which 
assure that products of organic farming entered to turnover by producers (farmers and manufactures) fulfi ll all 
regulations. Effi  cient control system protects interests of consumers as well reacts in misleading. The Inspec-
tion inspects certifi cation body headquarters and checks producers in organic farming.

Collecting, processing and rendering information about producers in organic farming
The Inspection collects and stores information about producers in organic farming. According to the Coun-
cil Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 the Inspection makes available names and addresses of producers which 
are subject to the control system.

Authorisation of importers of organic farming products from third countries not included in the Eu-
ropean Commission list.
Referring to the rules specifi ed in the Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 and Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 1235/2008 [O.J. No L 334] Main Inspector authorises import of organic farming products from third 
countries not mentioned in the European Commission list. Issuing authorisations for import of organic far-
ming products from third countries is aimed to protect consumers’ and producers’ interests in Poland as well 
as in all European Community states by assuring, that products of organic farming from third countries fulfi l 
all regulations of the Community area (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1235/2008). Additional instrument 
infl uencing on strengthening control system of organic farming products originated from third countries is 
border control, which is made also by the Inspection.

Protection of regional and traditional products
Protection system of regional and traditional products is regulated by the Council Regulation (EC) No 509/2006 
of 20 March 2006 on agricultural products and foodstuff s as traditional specialties guaranteed [O.J. No L93] and 
the Council Regulation (EC) No 510/2006 of 20 March 2006 on the protection of geographical indications and 
designations of origin for agricultural products and foodstuff s  [O. J. No L93].
In Poland institutional frames on regional and traditional products protection are specifi ed in the act of 17 De-
cember 2004 on registration and protection names and marks of agricultural products and foodstuff s and about 
traditional products [O. J. No 10 item 68, with further amendments].
According to the Act, the Inspection has competences for:

Verifi cation of compliance of production process of agricultural products and foodstuff s having Protec-
ted Designation of Origin – PDO and Protected Geographical Indication – PGI or Traditional Speciality 
Guaranteed – TSG with the specifi cation



14

Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection

Verifi cation of compliance of production process of products bearing registered names as the PDO, the 
PGI and the TSG is carried out according to the rules of commercial quality control of food and agricultural 
products. The verifi cation takes place on request and cost of producer.
The main purpose of the verifi cation is to assure consumers that the product is produced according to dec-
lared conditions. This way, verifi cation is an originality confi rmation of product, its specifi c features and high 
quality. Moreover it guarantees protection for agricultural products and foodstuff s having the PDO, the TSG 
and the TSG against unfair market practices.
Till this moment, 26 Polish applications for registration of agricultural products and foodstuff s names as the PDO, 
the PGI and the TSG were send to the European Commission. In all applications, the Inspection was indicated as 
the competent authority responsible for conformity verifi cation of agricultural products and foodstuff s having 
registered names with specifi cation. 

Supervision over accredited by proper minister on agriculture certifi cation bodies 
The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development authorised 6 units to carrying out control issue and 
withdraw certifi cates of conformity of production process of agricultural products and foodstuff s bearing 
PDO, PGI and TSG. Certifi cation bodies of regional and traditional products are commercial units. Regional 
and traditional products protection system control assumes that to protect the products eff ectively, private 
certifi cation bodies have to be monitored by a public authority. The Main Inspector of Agricultural and Food 
Quality was empowered to fulfi ll these tasks.

Offi  cial inspection
The Inspection has competences for carrying out offi  cial inspection of agricultural and food products having re-
gistered Protected Designation of Origin, Protected Geographical Indication or Traditional  Speciality Guaranteed 
and co-operation with the EC members states having the same control system. The offi  cial inspection protects 
registered names against using it in commercial purposes, before capturing, imitation or allusion and any others 
practices which could mislead consumers in correct origin of product. 

Co-operation with paying agencies within the scope of the Common Agricultural Po-
licy – ex-ante control
In Poland the Agricultural Market Agency and the Agency for Restructuring and Modernization of Agriculture as 
the paying agencies are administrators of the Common Agricultural Policy and a proper Community funds for 
agricultural sectors and food processing subsidisation.
To guarantee that the Community funds come strictly to these places where they supposed to, paying agen-
cies entrust some tasks to specialized unit – the Inspection with all technical background and high qualifi ed 
inspection staff . Conditions of co-operation with paying agencies are regulated in the Agreements. Apart from 
central function, the Inspection is in charge of information and assistance part in relation to adjustment of Polish 
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farmers and food business operators to high quality requirements and it facilitates using maximum EU funds 
off ered within the scope of the Common Agricultural Policy mechanisms. 
Tasks delegated by the Agricultural Market Agency includes several Common Agricultural Policy mechanisms 
on milk market and milk products, plant products, sugar and meat where the Inspection carries out controls and 
laboratory analyses.
In co-operation with the Agency for Restructuring and Modernization of Agriculture, the Inspection carries out 
control on amount and quality of tomatoes and tomatoes products coming to production and processing plants 
by producers organisations in the scope of organisation of common market of fruit and vegetables products in 
the European Community.

Co-operation with paying agencies within the scope of the Common Agricultural Po-
licy – ex-post control 
According to the Council Regulation (EC) 485/2008 of May 26th, 2008 on scrutiny by Member States of tran-
sactions forming part of the system of fi nancing by the European Agricultural Guarantee Funds (OJ No L 143, 
3.6.2008)
The Main Inspection task in ex-post control are as follows:
  Combating of abuse and irregularities connected with payments of agricultural sector
  Financial protection of Polish and other EC communities countries, 
  Confi rming that transactions being a part of fi nancial system were executed and used properly,
  Assurance of internal and external economy competition by protection of payment system from European 

Agricultural Guarantee Fund (EAGF) and conduction of using all funds coming from the Common Agricultural 
Policy mechanisms by benefi cent.

According to the council Regulation No 485/2008, the Inspection separated a structure dealing with ex-post 
scrutiny only irrespectively of ex-ante scrutiny. 
Scope of control carried out by the Inspection concerns payments from a few budget years or backwards 
amounts included benefi ciaries having payments from the EADF on domestic market, in 42 Common Agricultu-
ral Policy mechanisms area managing by payment agencies.  
as: refunds to processing, intervention buy in and sale, refunds to private storage and production quota system 
(milk quota).

Coordination of Polish cooperation with international organization setting food safe-
ty and quality standards
Active participation in international organisations activities is a source of global canons of assuring food safety 
and consumers interests, guarantee of access to current information on world scientifi c achievements in food safe-
ty and food quality, source of knowledge about world trends in food industry and also or maybe fi rst of all – oppor-
tunity to protect national and transnational interests connected with international food turnover.
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The Inspection realised all tasks connected with international co-operation mainly by co-operation with the 
following bodies:
  Codex Alimentarius Commission FAO/WHO (CAC FAO/WHO)
  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
  Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Co-operation with Codex Alimentarius Commission FAO/WHO (CAC FAO/WHO)
The Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection acts as the FAO/WHO Codex Contact Point for Poland and per-
forms its function according to the Codex Alimentarius Commission ”Procedural Manual” on the domestic level 
(co-operation with 70 institutions) and co-ordinates Polish participation in the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
FAO/WHO works and its advisory bodies (over 20 CAC FAO/WHO committees). The Inspectorate also coordinates 
co-operation of Poland with the European Union Council Working Group on Codex Alimentarius.

Co-operation with United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
The Inspection carries out the Polish Secretariat of Co-operation with the Working Party 
on Agricultural Quality Standards. The Inspection co-operates with 20 national institutions and coordinates par-
ticipation of Poland in activities of the Working Party and its specialized sections (fresh fruit and vegetables, dry 
and dried products, seed potatoes, meat, eggs and eggs products, cut fl owers).

Co-operation with Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
The Main Inspectorate of Agricultural and Food Quality represents Poland in the OECD Scheme for Application 
of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables by direct participation in the following activities:
  the plenary Sessions of the OECD Scheme,
  works on interpretation brochures on quality standards, 
  trainings (participants and speakers),
  international meetings of Heads of quality control services organized by the OECD Scheme.






